
 Oman, officially the Sultanate of Oman, is an Arab nation in the 
southeastern coast of the Arabian Peninsula, which holds a strategically 
important position at the mouth of the Persian Gulf.  Oman is an absolute 
monarchy.  Sultan Qaboos bin Said al Said was the hereditary leader of the 
nation from 1970 until his death on 10 January 2020, when his cousin, 
Haitham bin Tariq, was named as the nation's new ruler.  Oman is 
categorized as a high-income economy, which by regional standards is 
relatively diversified, though it remains dependent on oil exports.  Islam is the 
official state religion, but the constitution protects freedom of religious 
practices as long as they do not violate Islamic law.  Proselytizing Muslims is 
forbidden, though there are cases in which Muslims have become Christians 
secretly.  The 5 million inhabitants are about 86% Muslim, 6.5% Christian, 
5.5% Hindu, and 2% other.  Almost all non-Muslims in Oman are foreign 
workers, the majority being non-citizen immigrant workers from South Asia.  
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

 Pray for souls to be saved, baptized, and grounded in God’s Word. 

 Pray for spiritual openness in this nation and continued acceptance of non 
Muslims. 

 Pray for Christians to live godly lives that clearly display Christ to their 
unbelieving neighbors. 

 Pray for the Gospel to penetrate the hearts and minds of many Omanis, 
especially of the young people. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Sunday                September 20, 2020 

 Bro. Joe and Mrs. Janice Merlo have been serving the Lord for 
28 years.  They have ministered to Argentina and Chile.  Bro. Joe says, 
“God used us to work with missionary Don Espinosa in Argentina for 
five years and then to start a church down in the city of Comodoro 
Rivadavia in the southern region of Argentina.  Our primary goal is to 
win souls and start churches.  By the grace of God people have been 
saved and their lives have been changed by our Lord Jesus Christ and 
the Word of God.  One of the most important things that I would like 
for God to do through us is to raise up an Argentina national to pastor 
the church.  We would also like to see more people saved and added 
unto the church and finish the construction of the second floor of the 
church building.”  Unfortunately, in recent times they both have had 
some health issues, and are currently on furlough with Bro. Merlo 
recovering from Covid 19. 
 

Requests 
 

 Pray for the ministry to grow and reach many for the Lord. 

 Pray for a future national pastor for the church. 

 Pray for completion of the second level of their church building. 

 Pray for their health. 

 
 
 



 

NEW PRAYER LETTERS 
 

ARGENTINA 

Joe Merlo 
 

BARBADOS 

Robert Smith 
 

BOTSWANA 

Mike Haley 
 

CAMBODIA 

Kounaro Keo 
 

COSTA RICA 

Brent Hoffman 
 

GREECE 

Peter Tsirozidis 
 

GUATEMALA 

William Yant 
 

LATIN AMERICA 

Nathan Beil 
 

MICRONESIA 

Dan Rothwell 
 

PHILIPPINES 

Ed Butler 
 

TOGO 

Piwissiwe Pitala 
 

WORLDWIDE 

Gil Anger 

Bill Eubanks 

TJ Kimmel 

Gene Sharp 

Other 

Angers– health. 

Countries to open up for church 
soon. 

 

Prayer Letter Requests 
 

G. Anger– Health. 

N. Beil– Ability to get VISAs 
and go to Chile soon.  

E. Butler– Pastor Jandoc to be 
able to go home soon.  He’s been 
stranded in Roxas City since 
January. 

B. Eubanks– Health for Janet 
and me. 

M. Haley– Two couples we are 
working with to be saved soon. 

B. Hoffman– Deana to come 
to church and grow.  

K. Keo– Mrs. Keo for health.  
Safety. 

TJ Kimmel– Wisdom for 
Pastor Rackson with Bible 
Institute. 

J. Merlo– David Hughs for 
strength and wisdom in leading 
church while we are on 
furlough. 

P. Pitala– Open church soon. 

D. Rothwell– Safety.  Church 
members to stay strong during 
this time. 

G. Sharp– Ability to go to 
Philippines soon to put in new 
radio stations. 

R. Smith– Church members to 
be laborers here. 

P. Tsirozidis– Restrictive 
mandates to be lifted soon. 

W. Yant– Conviction of sin for 
all people we witness to and 
those who come to church. 

 
(Excerpt from letter of Missionary Dan Rothwell in Micronesia) 
 

Still, I find ways to personally lead people to Christ!  

One night, around 11pm, I went to a 
worksite to meet with a man I had led 
to Christ and found out he was moving 
in a few days to California.  When we 
said our goodbyes to each other, a 
large shadow moved in the bed of his 
pickup truck which alarmed me.  I was 

relieved it was only his future son-in-law not a Taotaomona (Tao-Tao-
Mona: the spirit of a Chamorro ancestor, a ghost; the local legends 
here).  I then asked him my “Pastor’s question” as to whether he knew 
for sure he would go to Heaven when he died.  Being unsure, he 
allowed me to explain the Gospel.  He acknowledged he understood and 
believed the Gospel and then prayed with me to receive the Lord Jesus 
Christ into his heart as his personal Saviour.  He thanked me for talking 
with him, then we three fist-bumped, “COVID-style,” and said our final 
farewells.  

 
 
(Excerpt from letter of Missionary Brent Hoffman to Costa Rica) 
 
We have been able to get back to the public 

ministries i.e. door knocking and street 

preaching.  Last week, I was talking with a 

lady, Deana, who takes care of her elderly 

mother.  Her mom had a stroke and has no 

long-term memories.  She kept interrupting 

us while we were talking, asking various 

questions.  But she did stay quiet long 

enough for Deana to realize that she was lost 

trusting in her catholic church, and that she 

needed to get saved.  So thank the Lord, there is another new Christian!  

Please pray that she will be able to come to church and grow. 


